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Aidin,1 situated on a large and deep bay at the foot of a
fortified till, furnished the Turks with an ideal haven from
which their craft sallied into the Aegean to seize ships
from the Christian trading fleets and to raid the towns
on the islands of the Archipelago and the coast of the
European mainland, without discrimination between Greeks
and Latins. The Turkish navy was, indeed, as yet far
from being sufficiently strong to meet the armed fleets
of the West in battle on the high seas.2 Nevertheless,
it was becoming, even at that early stage in its history, a
serious menace to defenceless ships laden with goods sailing
between the Black Sea and the merchant republics of south-
ern Europe. This is the crucial factor behind the eager-
ness of the Venetians to lend their maritime support to the
impending attack on the coasts of Asia Minor. Pope
Clement VI, however, treated the whole matter as a crusade
.against Islam. His activities in promoting the movement
were multiple. His aim was, failing to persuade the Kings
of England and France to put an end to the Hundred
Years' War and assist in the cause of the Cross, to bring
together as many smaller powers as possible into a holy
league to attack the Turks. The Kingdom of Cyprus and
the Knights of Rhodes, holding the furthest Latin outposts
in the East and more exposed to the danger than the West,
were always ready to participate in any crusade which might
ensure their own security. In both, Clement had useful
allies on whose response he could rely; but without ships,
1 In this period, Aidln was, of course, not an Ottoman province.    It be-
longed to the dynasty of Aidln-oghlu, Amirs (or Sultans) of Ephesus (Aya-
soluk), founded about 1300.    The expedition now under consideration was
therefore not directly against the Ottomans alone, but against the Turks
in general.
2 As quoted above, there was not yet an Ottoman navy.    In his Tuhfat
al-Kibarfi Asfar al-Bihar, Hajji Khalifa states 'that before the time of the
kte Sultan Mohammed, the Ottomans had not ventured to undertake naval
expeditions, or to engage with the European nations'.    See J. Mitchell's
trans. Hist, of the Maritime Wars of the Turks, 12.   The Sultan named in
this passage is Muhammad II.   The same author asserts that the need for a
Turkish navy was felt during the unsuccessful siege of Constantinople by
Murad II.   At this stage, however, we have to distinguish between the
'Turkish', which is a wider term, and the 'Ottoman' navy.